RESOLUTION

Removal of Impediments to Mixed-Use Development on the East 12th Street Corridor

June 8, 2009

WHEREAS, it is a goal of the Central East Austin Neighborhood Contact Team to cooperate with other individuals or entities interested in enhancing Central East Austin, and to promote the development of community commercial services within walking, biking or transit distance of Central East Austin residents, and 

WHEREAS, “the overall goals and action priorities” of the East 11th and 12th Streets Urban Renewal Plan (URP), approved by the City Council on 12/17/99, “reflect a broad consensus of residents, businesses, property owners, institutions and community activists,” and

WHEREAS, it is a goal of the URP is to eliminate impediments to private investment and create viable conditions for rendering public services, and

WHEREAS, the URP identifies infrastructure improvements to be a key tactic of “responsive, preservation-oriented redevelopment implementation strategies,” and 
WHEREAS, tracts 1- 9 and 11-17 of the 12th Street Neighborhood Conservation Combining District (NCCD)—a zoning tool to implement the URP—lie within the boundaries of the Central East Austin Neighborhood Plan (CEANP), and

WHEREAS, inadequate water and wastewater capacity, overhead power and communication lines, substandard sidewalks and a preponderance of City-owned land are significant and long-standing impediments to private mixed-use development of these and other  tracts along the 12th Street corridor from I-35 to Poquito Street, and
WHEREAS, the Urban Renewal Board (URB) and Swede Hill Neighborhood Association (SHNA) have requested in writing that the Planning Commission’s Capital Improvements Program (CIP) Sub-Committee recommend  that utility and streetscape improvements for the East 12th Street corridor on par with those achieved for East 11th Street be made a budget priority, 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Organization of Central East Austin Neighborhoods (OCEAN) adds its voice to that of the URB and SHNA to request that the Planning Commission’s CIP Sub-Committee recommend the following improvements be made budget priorities: 

1) Implementation of water and wastewater improvements for East 12th Street of adequate capacity to serve all NCCD tracts as mixed-use developments; 
2) Burial of 12th Street power and communication lines from Poquito Street to I-35; and
3) Construction of safe and attractive sidewalks on both sides of the street, with adequate lighting, on both the north and south side of East 12th Street.
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that OCEAN requests that in your broader charge as commissioners, you enforce and support the mandatory mixed-use provisions of the URP and NCCD---i.e., pedestrian-friendly, ground-floor retail in all 12th Street development projects.
