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Organization of Central East Austin Neighborhoods





Minutes for May 11, 2009
Carver Library 1161 Angelina Street

PARTICIPANTS:
                                                                                                                                             

David Thomas, Blackshear

Eric Standridge, Robertson Hill

Tracy Witte, Swede Hill

Darrell Meuth, Blackshear




Mark Rogers, Guadalupe 

Will Schnier, Swede Hill

Mary Helen Lopez, Robertson Hill
Tomas Pantin, East 7th Street

Matt Isbell, U.T.

Johnny & Jerry Lopez (Uptown Sport Bar)

Kate Points (?) U.T.



Material distributed at meetings will be included in the minutes if a file of the material is provided.  

Following are minutes taken by Mark Rogers, Secretary 

Meeting was called to order at 6:12 by David Thomas. 

Roll call & Adoption of Minutes: People attending introduced themselves. Adoption of Minutes from 04-13-09 was delayed until a quorum was achieved.

Introductions and announcements/newly elected board members: Darrell Meuth was introduced as an Alternate for the Blackshear/Prospect Hill Neighborhood Association.

General communications from members: None.
Nominations for Treasurer: David Thomas called for nominations for Treasurer position.  He noted that he had met with Linda Johnston regarding the “pot of money” of about $2,100 that remained from $20,000 grant. The funds had been spent mostly on trees. The remainder was in an account at Wells Fargo where monthly fees were gradually using it up. Idea is to look for another bank without fees. No nominations were accepted. Mary Helen Lopez said she would consider the position.

Additional discussion followed regarding OCEAN’s non-profit status. The immediate concern was that, if OCEAN is not a non-profit, it could not use the Carver free of charge.  Mark Rogers reported that 2 OCEAN organizations appear on the State Comptrollers site, one from 1996 and the other from 2002. Both were “Not in Good Standing” This seems only to mean that the franchise tax reports due each year have not been filed. It does not mean that OCEAN has lost its non-profit status. Rogers reported that he recalled an attorney named Philip Poplin had filed paperwork to make OCEAN a non-profit back in about 1996 and that D’Ann Johnston had probably done the same around 2002. This is likely the reason for two organizations being in the Comptroller’s files. 
Committee Reports: 

East 11th Street - David Thomas reported on saying he would welcome additional people to deal with 11th Street issues.

East 12th Street –  Tracy Witte reported on She noted she is a committee of one person at this time. She had invited several property owners to serve, but none was interested. Tracy discussed Urban Renewal Board plans to request infrastructure improvements for 12th Street and their intention to hold community forums for input and advice. Byron Marshall gave an update at the URB meeting regarding the development of a medical facility on the 1100 block of E. 12th and he reported that he had urged the potential developer to comply entirely with the Urban Renewal Plan and the NCCD. Marshall noted that the ground floor retail posed a challenge and that parking was an issue because community parking was slated for the site. Marshall said the developer was planning to offer some community spaces. The proposal was for a 3 to 4 story structure. Witte provided a copy of the Swede Hill News which gave updates on the East 12th Street activity.

Neighborhood and Comprehensive Planning – Rudy Williams was absent, so no report was given.

Outreach/Organizing – Mark Rogers said he had only started to put together a flier for Kealing and Davis-Thompson. He and Tomas Pantin said they would begin working on getting East 7th Street together to see if they would organize and elect/appoint a representative.
Affordable Housing: Mark Rogers reported that the committee attempted to meet but everyone ran into last minute conflicts. He provided a draft policy that might be adapted for use whenever any developer or other person wanted support or a change in the Neighborhood Plan. It was noted that the draft policy should also refer the “applicant” to the section of OCEAN’s bylaws regarding land use decisions and also direct the applicant to meet with the organization(s) in the neighborhood or business corridor where the property in question is located prior to coming to OCEAN so that group(s) could provide OCEAN with their position. It was also suggested they be directed to talk with the City’s Neighborhood Advisor as well.

Old Business/Potential Action: 

David Thomas provided a copy of OCEAN’s support letter for the project at 2400 Webberville Road 

There was discussion but no action on letter reinforcing and refining the message in recent URB and SHNA letters to the CIP Advisory Committee requesting that utility and streetscape improvements for 12th Street be made a budget priority. Tracy Witte circulated a proposed resolution, asked for feedback and requested that it be placed on the June agenda as an action item. A copy of the proposed resolution will be attached to the June agenda.

There was discussion regarding the Huston-Tillotson VMU opt-in opt-out issue. It appeared that H-T had been deliberately left out of VMU opt-in opt-out choice when it was first presented to OCEAN. Several attempts by OCEAN directors to contact H-T for their input had been met with no response at the time.

Discussion of need to determine if Mike Clark-Madison will maintain and update web site and list serve.

Also a question about who has and will keep the keys to the kiosk.

Approval of Minutes from April 13, 2009: Tracy Witte moved for approval. Will Schnier seconded the motion. Minutes were approved unanimously.

7:25 pm
Meeting was Adjourned.
Thank you for all you do for Central East Austin.
                         centraleastaustin.org
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