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OCEAN STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
MEETING:

Tuesday, April 13, 2009        6:00PM – 7:20PM
LOCATION:  

Carver Library / 1161 Angelina Street

PARTICIPANTS:
                                                                                                                                             

Mike Clark-Madison, Swede Hill 
Eric Standridge, Robertson Hill

Cindy Widner, Robertson Hill

Rudy Williams, Blackshear


David Thomas, Blackshear 

Tracy Witte, Swede Hill

Will Schnier, Swede Hill


Mary Helen Lopez, Robertson Hill

Naith Maddox, Blackshear


Michael Casias, 11th Street 



Michael Guajardo, Guadalupe

Mark Rogers, Guadalupe

Material distributed at meetings will be included in the minutes if a file of the material is provided.  

Following are minutes taken by Mark Rogers 

1.  Confirmation of Appointment of Directors, Adoption of Minutes of March 9, 2009 and Announcements: 

A. March Meeting Minutes – David Thomas moved for approval. Michael Guajardo made a second to the motion. Minutes were accepted unanimously with no corrections.

B. Roll call and announcements were made. David Thomas briefed all on recent police meeting with Officers Davis and Torres where all were encouraged to call 911 and use a criminal trespass letter to reduce criminal activity. Talk of extending anti-loitering ordinance now used in Downtown to Zone 2 (East Austin). Mary Helen Lopez noted that, through the Weed and Seed Program, police were acknowledging that Downtown events negatively impact East Austin neighborhoods. Mike Clark-Madison commented that Swede Hill’s experience with how the City has dealt with parking and traffic problems has gone from bad to better to bad again. Michael Casias let all know that the Eastend Merchants book club is reading Death and Life of Great American Cities at this time.

2. Election of OCEAN Officers: Mike Clark-Madison informed all that there was one nomination each for 3 of the 4 officer positions. These were David Thomas for President, Tracy Witte for Vice President and Mark Rogers for Secretary. He asked for nominations from the floor and there were none. )  

David, Mark and Tracy all noted their appreciation for the opportunity to serve.

Vote was unanimously in favor of the each nominee.

Thanks were expresses to Mike Clark-Madison for serving as interim President of OCEAN.

3. Appointment OCEAN Committees: 
· David Thomas volunteered to work on the East 11th Street committee

· Tracy Witte volunteered to work on the East 12th Street committee

· Rudy Williams and Mark Rogers volunteered to work on an Outreach committee to areas without current organizations or representation.

· Rudy Williams volunteered to work on the Neighborhood Plan committee.

· Neith Maddox, Rudy Williams, Mark Rogers and Michael Casias volunteered to work on the Affordable Housing committee.

David Thomas: There should be reports from all committees at the next meeting.

Mary Helen Lopez noted that the committees and OCEAN might benefit from communications with the new Neighborhood Advisors. Tracy Witte said she had spoken with Advisor Jody Zemel regarding how to help Davis-Thompson stakeholders form a neighborhood association and select representation to send to OCEAN, but because the position is so new, the Advisors are just getting set up and may be of more help in a few months. Carol Gibbs is the other new Neighborhood Advisor.

4. Old Business/Potential Action:

Neith Maddox gave an update on her project at 2400 Webberville saying that Blackshear Neighborhood Development Corporation had considered the project, yet they already had several units of single-family underway and did not wish to get involved with the project at this time. She said BNDC initially was favorable to the project and liked the idea of an office. At this time the Maddoxes are talking with Frameworks about them buying some units in the project. She noted that both she and her husband, who are both architects and developers, have a non-profit called Ethic Living. They are looking for purchasers of the units who would be 50% to 60% of the median income. The building would be 2 stories near the residential development and 3 stories on Webberville and would have an elevator to be accessible for persons with mobility impairments. She said the project also is planned with roof gardens, rain water harvesting, gray water recycling, rain gardens and a place for food production.


Rudy Williams asked if she had learned anything about concern that there are fuel tanks buried on the property. Neith said the City said there are no records of tanks there, but they would not put that in writing officially because having no records doesn’t absolutely mean there are no tanks. 


Eric Standridge commented that a Phase I environmental—done  as part of the site plan process—and the development process itself should reveal any environmental problems. As such, it should not be an issue. Both Neith and Eric noted that, if there is a tank, it simply means it would have to be dealt with and corrected, not that development cannot occur.


David: OCEAN was waiting on Blackshear before it takes a position.


Rudy: Blackshear is waiting on a buried tank report and maybe the e-mail from the City will do, but Blackshear needs clear information.

Motion by Eric Standridge: “To provide a letter of support for the project.

Second by Tracy Witte

Discussion- Mark Rogers noted that OCEAN’s bylaws suggest that providing support without first having the impacted neighbor weigh in was not the right process.

Eric and Tracy noted that this applied strictly in Land Development issues. Tracy commented that it did run somewhat counter to the spirit of the bylaws and offered a friendly amendment that the support be “contingent upon Blackshear’s support.”

This was accepted and the motion passed unanimously.

“To provide a letter of support for the proposed project at 2400 Webberville Project contingent on support from the Blackshear Prospect Hill Neighborhood Association.”
5. New Business/Potential Action: 12th Street Utility Improvements: 

Tracy reported: Swede Hill and Urban Renewal Agency have urged the Community Improvement Project (CIP) Committee to dedicate fund to upgrade utilities on East 12th Street. URA and Swede Hill requests are very similar except SHNA also asks for burial of overhead utilities. Whereas there is general support or recognition by staff that water and waste water lines are outdated, they say overhead line burial would be extremely expensive and not practical. Tracy asked that OCEAN consider further refining the requests for improvements next month based upon neighborhood and business group input. Tracy urged those who are interested to attend the next CIP meeting because the commissioners will receive an update from Austin Energy and others on projected costs of updating to support mixed-use projects similar to those on 5th Street, and they seem open to input from stakeholders. The City’s meeting calendar is located at http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/events/city_calendar.cfm?action=Month&showone=1. 

Brief discussion followed about Austin Revitalization Authority’s plans to put medical offices on 12th Street (north side). Nobody knew much about the proposal

6. Discussion: There was brief discussion and agreement on the need to create an Affordable Housing Policy and Procedures related to OCEAN supporting or not supporting various projects. It was agreed this would be worked on by the Affordable Housing Committee.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:20 

PAGE  
2

[image: image1.png]