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Organization of Central East Austin Neighborhoods





Minutes for August 10, 2009
Carver Library 1161 Angelina Street

PARTICIPANTS:
                                                                                                                                             

Val Thatcher, Robertson Hill 
David Thomas, Blackshear
Tomas Pantin, East 7th Street

Tracy Witte, Swede Hill
Will Schnier, Swede Hill

Mary Helen Lopez, Robertson Hill

Mark Rogers, Guadalupe
Michael Guajardo, Guadalupe
Rick Cofer, Kealing


Stan Strickland, Robertson Hill


The meeting was opened at 6:06 by David Thomas

I. Roll call & Adoption of Minutes:

Action: Tracy moved that the minutes of July 13, 2009 be accepted.

Will Schnier seconded the motion.

Passed unanimously. 

II. Introductions and announcements

David Thomas gave an update on Council Member Morrison’s meeting regarding potential changes for neighborhood contact teams and their ability to protest City actions. City Legal’s position is that Contact Teams are a “City entity” and therefore cannot appeal an action by a different City entity.

David gave update on East End Culture Fest: The event has been postponed from October 10th to April 3rd to allow more time to prepare. Idea is now to have an East End Fair and have it coincide with Texas Relays. Need for corporate sponsors. 

Tracy gave report that owner of 1148 Northwestern Avenue, Sarah Harrison expressed desire to change zoning from single-family so the house could be used legally as a music or dance studio/school and/or ice cream shop. Tracy advised her to meet with Blackshear N.A.
General Communications from members

Valerie reported that RHNA has a K.A.B. grant for a Robertson Hill Juniper/Olive Street Historic Mural Project. Idea is to have portable/mobile murals put up on the boarded houses and then moved to Kenny Dorham’s Backyard. There would be a 5-person panel to decide which entries get to exhibit. Notice should go out August 15 for submittal in October. 

III. Old Business/Potential Action: 

· CEA Funding Priorities for 2011.

ACTION: After reports from representatives and discussion regarding areas of Central East not represented, 

Will Schnier moved adoption of the following choices of funding priorities.

Tracy Witte seconded the motion

Swede Hill 
#67 (IH-35 crossover)

East 12th Street
#16 (information system)

Guadalupe 
#53 (stop signs)

Robertson Hill  
#18 (Add conditional overlay)
#57 (Stop signs)

East 7th Street  
#61.2 (sidewalks)*corridor improvement plan already in place, however an update is badly needed so property owners, businesses and residents can know what is planned and when to expect it.
Davis-Thompson

#61.4 (sidewalks)





#60 (bus shelters)

Kealing  


#44 (stop sign)

Blackshear 

#2.1 (historic survey)

East 11th Street

(none)
The motion was approved unanimously

· Affirm affected neighborhoods’ opposition to Victoria Gardens project/zoning change.

Tracy reported that some SHNA people and Eric Standridge of RHNA went to the ARA meeting and they explained their organizations’ opposition to the VG project and zoning changes. SHNA sent a clarification letter on August 3, 2009 requesting that the ARA honor the neighborhood opposition and withdraw its support for the VG project.  She noted that the ARA was probably the only thing making VG a viable and credible project.

ACTION: Tracy moved that OCEAN send a letter affirming and supporting the SHNA and RHNA opposition to the VG project.

Mike Guajardo seconded the motion.

It passed unanimously.

*In addition to the reasons to oppose VG stated in the letters from SHNA and RHNA, OCEAN’s letter should add that the ARA, consistent with its past behavior, has yet to contact OCEAN regarding the VG project. Also request that the ARA notify RHNA and SHNA immediately of any plans to proceed with the project.
IV. Committee Reports: 

· Kealing: Rick Cofer reported on desire to organize, along with Karl Thomas Musselman, a Kealing Association. He exchanged e-mails with Ida Hunt and contacted Carol Gibbs. They are trying to set a date for an informal meeting.
· Clarify OCEAN's position/rationale for VMU Overlay recommendations & select PC and CC representatives. 

Consensus for David Thomas to sign letter expressing OCEAN’s past and current VMU positions.

V. New Business:  

· Discuss the Homestead Preservation/Land Trust plan. TABLED 

· Outdoor Music Venue Permits: Tomas Pantin reported that there is a clear sense that the downtown “entertainment district” is expanding to the Eastside, especially into the East 6th Street area East of IH-35. There is a growing conviction that outdoor live music conflicts with the goals of the new TOD overlay which calls for a major increase in residential use in the same area. Currently the notice and period to respond to an application for an outdoor music venue (OMV) permit is very short. Tomas recommended OCEAN should consider a blanket objection to new permits.
Discussion noted 3 problems with OMV: 

1. Notification Process too short

2. Enforcement of the noise level totally lacking

3. Conflicting goals of encouraging live music together with adding residents

Meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm.
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