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Organization of Central East Austin Neighborhoods





Minutes for June 8, 2009
Carver Library 1161 Angelina Street

PARTICIPANTS:
                                                                                                                                             

David Thomas, Blackshear
Eric Standridge, Robertson Hill 
Darwin McKee, E. 12th St.

Tracy Witte, Swede Hill
Darrell Meuth, Blackshear
Nailah Sankofa


Mark Rogers, Guadalupe
Will Schnier, Swede Hill

Matt Isbell, U.T.

Michael Guajardo, Guadalupe
Rudy Williams, Blackshear 
Esteban Torres

Material distributed at meetings will be included in the minutes if a file of the material is provided.  

Following are minutes taken by Mark Rogers, Secretary 
Meeting was called to order at 6:10 by David Thomas. 

Roll call & Adoption of Minutes: People attending introduced themselves. 

Tracy Witte moved to adopt the minutes from May 11, 2009.

Eric Standridge provided a second.

Minutes were adopted unanimously.

Introductions and announcements: Esteban Torres introduced himself as working with the Randolfph Brooks Credit Union, which has 3 branches in Austin.

General communications from members: None.
Committee Reports: 

East 11th Street - David Thomas had no news to report.

East 12th Street –  Tracy Witte reported that 
the CIP process had been “very discouraging”. She expressed the importance of determining exactly what is needed on East 12th Street”. She said the Victoria Gardens project was still trying to become a reality, yet the project developers expressed no interest in ground floor retail as required by the NCCD and URP.  Also, parking would be a problem and they would need a variance. Eric Standridge noted that, to his knowledge, V. G. had not contacted the RHNA about the project.

Neighborhood and Comprehensive Planning – No report was given. Tracy suggested that perhaps OCEAN should tie into the Downtown Plan being discussed because Central East would be affected by traffic and parking and other pressures from density being added to DT. She also noted the idea being considered for DT where a property owner could sell off development entitlements such as density and height to another DT developer. She suggested this might also work for East Austin property owners who own a commercially zoned parcel inside a residential part of a neighborhood, who might then sell those entitlements to a DT developer who can use them.

Outreach/Organizing – Mark Rogers said he had left a message and then exchanged e-mails with Edwin Ramos of the Kealing Neighborhood. He said Mr. Ramos confirmed that he and Ms. Hunt were trying to pull the Kealing NA together, but had much to do. Mark said he and Edwin were trying to set up a time to meet.  Mark said that he and Tomas Pantin were working on getting East 7th Street together for a meeting of stakeholders.
Affordable Housing: Nothing to report.

Old Business/Potential Action: 

Nominations for Treasurer: Eric Standridge offered to accept the Treasurer position.

Will Schnier moved OCEAN appoint Eric as Treasurer

Mark Rogers 2nd
Passed unanimously
· Huston-Tillotson & 1617 I-35 VMU: Discussion about Blackshear’s decision on H-T and VMU. Rudy Williams explained that Blackshear members felt H-T, being the oldest university in Austin, is sort of its own neighborhood. He said Blackshear members felt it was okay to defer to what H-T wanted in regards to VMU. Tracy Witte proposed that it set a bad precedent to “defer” to a property owner’s wishes.  She asked how OCEAN would defend opposing a property owner’s wishes in other cases after it supported deferring to them in this case.

The board then discussed whether Blackshear’s position regarding H-T  “Not to take a position, but to defer to H-T’s wishes” was, in fact, a position. Rudy Williams confirmed that this was Blackshear’s position. Someone noted that OCEAN’s bylaws therefore required OCEAN to affirm Blackshear’s position.
Mark Rogers moved that OCEAN affirm Blackshear’s position.

Will Schnier gave a second.

Passed unanimously with one abstention.

Eric asked whether OCEAN should not also be voting on the property in Swede Hill. He pointed out that the item had not been vetted nearly as completely as H-T VMU. Tracy and other board members noted that the 1617 IH-35 property had been discussed two months ago and that Swede Hill had stated their support for opting in so there was no need to discuss the issue further. Eric said he thought it should still be voted on. Tracy noted that there is no need or reason to vote because OCEAN’s bylaws required it support the neighborhood position. Mark suggested that some action by OCEAN needed to take place to “affirm” or “ratify” the NA’s position. He said perhaps something other than a vote could be established for the future. 

Mark moved that OCEAN support SHNA’s position for opting in VMU at 1617 IH-35.

Tracy provided the second.

Passed unanimously.

· Policy for evaluating requests for support for public funding and development matters:

Mark reported that he had not done any additional work on the draft policy

· Discuss 12th Street Improvements resolution:

Item tabled in light of lack of City support at this time 

New Business/Potential Action: 

David Thomas reported on plans for an “East End Culture Fest” on October 10, 12:00-6:00 pm at 12th and Chicon

7:37 pm
Meeting was Adjourned
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