[image: image1.png]OCEAN

Organization of Central East Austin Neighborhoods



                              

Minutes for November 9, 2009
Carver Library 1161 Angelina Street

PARTICIPANTS:
                                                                                                                                             

David Thomas, Blackshear
Arthur Anton, Swede Hill 
Mark Rogers, Guadalupe


Tracy Witte, Swede Hill
Michael Guajardo, Guadalupe
Eric Standridge, Robertson Hill


Darrell Meuth, Blackshear
Michael Casias, East 11th Street
Tomas Pantin, East 7th Street

Donna Hoffman, Blackshear NA
Rick Cofer, Kealing N. A.
Nell Peterson, Blackshear

Blake Shanley, East End project
Stan Strickland, Robertson Hill
Heather Teel, East End

Jennifer Reese, Davis-Thompson
Rebecca Montjoy, U.T. 

Nailah Senkofa

A person w/ Nailah Senkofa
Kate Shaw Points, U.T.




The meeting was opened at 6:08 by David Thomas

I. Roll call & Adoption of Minutes:

Action: ?

II. Introductions and announcements/general communications from members.

Donna Hoffman informed everyone about the weatherization workshop being hosted by Representative Eddie Rodriguez on November 12th from 6:00 -8:00 p.m. at the Carver Library. She distributed small fliers for people to give out. She noted that the paper work associated with applying for the program was often an obstacle, but that assistance would be available.

Michael Casias talked about the upcoming E.A.S.T and noted some of the places in the “East End” area where people could go. He distributed small fliers for people to hand out.

III. Old Business/Potential Action

· Update and Discussion on growing number of outdoor music venues in East Austin.

Eric Standridge informed people about what he learned at the East Cesar Chavez contact team meeting that he attended. He noted that E.C.C. definitely feels increasing number of outdoor venues is a problem and that they would like to work with OCEAN and others on finding a solution. He said there are two different types of permits: Special Event and All Year. At this time there is no meaningful neighborhood input process. The City Notices go only to property owners and miss renters, condo owners and residents in mixed-use projects. He said there would be a one year review of the current ordinance in March 2010, and suggested that would be a good time (or before) to have well-defined and coordinated position.  

Tomas Pantin added that permit renewals have even less notification and they’re easier to keep whereas new permits are tougher to get.

Eric and Tomas raised the idea of calling for a moratorium or a blanket objection on new permits as a clock-stopper to give people (applicant, residents and businesses) time to meet.

Eric and Michael Casias noted that the goal should be to find compromise while including those people who are affected in the process.

Next steps were discussed:

1. Work with E.C.C.

2. Involve Council Member Mike Martinez

3. Eric said he would send out his draft “position paper” for comments 

· Victoria Gardens Update
Tracy Witte reported on ARA’s resolution regarding VG. She said ARA began with talk of supporting VG but Swede Hill, Robertson Hill and Kealing representatives to ARA pushed to get specific VG reference out of the resolution. So, a very general resolution was adopted. She noted that at the Urban Renewal Agency (URA) meeting on October 27th there was no mention of VG or the ARA resolution. She said that, even so, there is some reason to believe VG wants to redefine themselves (or their project) in order to conform with CS zoning standards so as not to be convalescent services which are not allowed in the E. 12th Street NCCD.

Michael Casias and Tracy discussed Michael’s comments supporting VG at the URA meeting, particularly his claim that Swede Hill did “not want seniors”.

Casias disclosed that he had contacted VG’s representatives to offer his assistance with their project and he urged them to discuss with him ways to keep VG on East 12th Street.

Eric commented that the VG project was a planning issue. He said we should not have the City subsidizing, with millions of dollars, a project that has offered only 800 square feet of retail.

Tracy said Swede Hill is pushing for an East 12th Street Task Force.

Nell Peterson said she was uncomfortable with opposition to medical services. Tracy clarified that the opposition is to all large medical facilities because they open the door to turning East 12th Street into a Brackenridge-related medical corridor. That would be completely counter to the NCCD and Urban Renewal Plan goals for a neighborhood-serving mixed-use corridor.

Nailah Senkofa raised the question about “Residential Occupancy” regulations where a person has a business out of their home. Michael Casias and Mark Rogers offered their thoughts on this section of the Land Development Code.

David Thomas turned the subject to the next agenda item, the ARA audit.

It was noted that the audit is available on line.

IV. New Business 

· Comprehensive Plan:  David Thomas noted that it is very early in the process and people have time to get involved before ideas get solidified.
Donna Hoffman suggested that the biggest issues seem to be transportation and the tension between single-family use and the quest for greater density.

V. Committee Reports

East 11th  Street— Michael Casias introduced Blake Shanley who is a realtor helping him lease and sell East Village. He reported that the retail spaces are taken and expected all the residential to be taken in a couple months. He said there would be a hair salon, photography studio, art gallery, design studio and a recording studio.

Nailah began a discussion about the need to be pro-active recruiting Black businesses in Austin and on 11th and 12th Streets. She noted how the 2nd Street district downtown had virtually zero Black presence-- no businesses & no workers.

East 12th Street— No word from East 12th Street organization.

East 7th Street— Mark and Tomas said there was a little progress working with businesses, residents and property owners along East 7th Street but they had not had time to do much lately.

Davis-Thompson: Jennifer Reese said there was interest in organizing, but there had been no official neighborhood meetings yet.

Affordable Housing— Donna Hoffman suggested OCEAN could host some East Side Dialogues; Affordable Housing Workshops; Property Tax workshops, etc to help inform people about best practices.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:50 pm.
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