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Minutes for October 12, 2009
Carver Library 1161 Angelina Street

PARTICIPANTS:
                                                                                                                                             

David Thomas, Blackshear
Arthur Anton, Swede Hill 
Mark Rogers, Guadalupe


Tracy Witte, Swede Hill
Michael Guajardo, Guadalupe
Eric Standridge, Robertson Hill


Darrell Meuth, Blackshear






Tanya Ladha, PeopleFund

The meeting was opened at 6:12 by David Thomas

I. Roll call & Adoption of Minutes:

Action: Tracy Witte moved for adoption of the September 14, 2009 minutes. Eric Standridge seconded the motion. Minutes were passed unanimously. Mark Rogers abstained.

II. Introductions and announcements/general communications from members.

Tanya Ladha spoke about the Conference on Economic Opportunity being held at the ACC Eastview Campus on Saturday October 24, 2009 from 8:30 am-3:00 pm. She passed out a flyer and noted that admission is $15, but there were scholarships available. People are welcome to come and go during the conference.

III. Old Business/Potential Action

· Update and Discussion on growing number of outdoor music venues in East Austin.

There was general discussion about the issue and it was noted that East Cesar Chavez may have developed a policy of sorts because of the ATX Sports Bar permit renewal. Mark explained that he thought ECC had developed a policy that supported renewals without conditions, but new permits would be asked to comply with an event schedule with 12 events that coincided with holidays such as New Years, 4th of July, Cinco de Mayo, etc. It was decided that Eric Standridge and Mark Rogers would work on draft language for a policy.

· Victoria Gardens Update
Tracy Witte reported that she attended the recent ARA meeting and Minnie Mann along with a group of people were there to express anger over VG not moving forward. They demanded that the ARA “fix it”. There was talk of funds being in escrow, simply waiting for the ARA to show its support. She said the ARA chair, Dr. Urdy and interim President, Greg Smith, did not seem to have a clear grasp of the zoning issues related to making VG viable. There were expressions of anger at “a couple of neighborhoods” for stopping the VG project. The ARA finally took a position that they were supportive of VG finding “…an appropriate” location on the Eastside, but that the language was going to be worked on.

Tracy added that Swede Hill NA had gotten a “progress report” on VG from the Texas Dept. of Aging that made reference to two neighborhoods that “…do not represent the longtime minority residents of the area that this project is trying to serve.” 

Next steps were discussed and it was thought that the previously drafted letter might be re-worked once the ARA develops language for its position on VG and the URA prepares to make a decision, perhaps on October 19th or 26th.

It was noted that the City’s audit of the ARA was now expected to be available on November 3rd.

V. Committee Reports

East 11th  Street—David Thomas said that Michael Casias had told him he would be attending the OCEAN meeting to give an update on East Village. Michael Casias did not attend.

East 12th Street— No word from East 12th Street organization.

East 7th Street— Mark reported that Tomas Pantin  has been working with businesses, residents and property owners along East 7th Street and there could be a representative in the next couple of months.

Neighborhood and Comprehensive Planning— David Thomas reported that he had attended some of the Comprehensive Plan conference just prior to coming to the OCEAN meeting. He said there was a lot of information. He said there would be 4 sets of planning meetings, each covering a different aspect of the plan. The 1st of these is scheduled for November 9th at Westwood; then November 10th downtown from 8:00 am to 11:00 am. He said he thinks the others are at Reagan, Travis and Bowie High Schools.

Outreach/Organizing—Rudy Williams/Mark Rogers. No update.

Affordable Housing—Neith Maddox/Rudy Williams/Mark Rogers/Michael Casias. No update.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:30 pm.
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