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Minutes for September 14, 2009
Carver Library 1161 Angelina Street

PARTICIPANTS:
                                                                                                                                             

David Thomas, Blackshear
Tomas Pantin, East 7th Street

Nell Peterson, Blackshear


Tracy Witte, Swede Hill
Arthur Anton, Swede Hill

Lonny Sterns, Blackshear

Eric Standridge, Robertson Hill
Michael Guajardo, Guadalupe

Daniel

Stan Strickland, Robertson Hill
Darrell Meuth, Blackshear




Peter Freeman, East Side Fair /Weed & Seed

Brandon Doughty, St. Edward’s New College

Kate Shaw, University of Texas-Austin Student

Nicole Blair, Blackshear Beautification Project
The meeting was opened at 6:10 by David Thomas

I. Roll call & Adoption of Minutes:

Action: Adoption of Minutes was delayed until a quorum was present. Minutes were

passed with a motion by ________seconded by __________and a vote of 6-0-1 (abstention 

by new Swede Hill representative Arthur Anton, who was not present at the August meeting.)
II. Introductions and announcements/general communications from members

There were no announcements or general communications; David Thomas moved to New Business.
III. New Business
East Side Fair Presentation
Peter Freeman and Lonny Stern of ESF summarized ongoing plans for the event, scheduled for Saturday, April 3, from noon to 6 p.m. Peter Freeman stated that the idea for a cultural fair at the corner of E. 12th  Street & Chicon came from Nehal Sanghavi, in response to one of Peter’s ‘Taking Back the Streets’ seminars. “The East Side is noted for all the negative things in Austin,” Peter said, and the fair hopes to create a positive impression of our area. The event is scheduled to dovetail with the last day of the Texas Relays. Peter stated that the goal is to create “something positive for families to be a part of,” and it is also meant to give attendees of the Relays something to do, as well.

Lonny Stern mentioned that ESF organizers have contacted Jim Daywood, owner of the white building at E. 12th & Chicon to request permission to paint a mural on the Chicon side, “similar to Victory Grill.” So far, the owner has declined that offer. Lonny asked OCEAN attendees to contact Mr. Daywood and “say something positive.”

Peter Freeman stated that ESF was awarded a Keep Austin Beautiful grant to make improvements to the southwest corner of 12th & Chicon:

http://www.keepaustinbeautiful.org/nbg2009EastsideFair
Peter and Lonny mentioned plans for removable mural panels for the fencing surrounding the Mission Possible lots at 1803-1817 E. 12th Street, the location that may serve as the food court for the fair; removing the pay phone; and “jack-hammering concrete” in order to install native plantings. In-kind donations from Austin Energy and matching grant money from East Austin Rotary may be forthcoming.

There will be an ESF “Launch Party” on Wednesday, October 21 from 6-8 p.m. at Carver Library. Austin politicians and the general public are invited to the unveiling, which organizers hope will “showcase the best of East Austin.”

Organizers were asked about projected attendance. Peter stated that there is “no way of knowing” but when asked for an estimate said “about 2500 [total].” 
Tracy Witte asked Peter how many additional officers would be on duty at the event and what plans were in place to mitigate traffic and parking issues exacerbated by the dovetailing of ESF with the Texas Relays.

Peter stated that he did not have a number to offer. Area churches and schools have donated their lots for ESF parking. David Thomas noted that Cap Metro cannot offer shuttle service because it is not allowed to compete with private shuttles, but that private shuttle services are being considered.
Tracy Witte asked whom neighborhoods should contact for assistance controlling traffic and parking issues. Peter Freeman stated that he would provide APD contacts. 

October 6, 2009 is National Night Out

Peter Freeman encouraged neighborhoods to register with him to get free gifts such as light bulbs and grab bags from Weed & Seed and APD. 
Los Comales restaurant: possible request for zoning change

David Thomas read a letter from Blackshear president Rudy Williams stating the neighborhood’s opposition to a change in zoning for this site to CS-1, and he requested that OCEAN affirm the neighborhood’s position at the October meeting.

Los Comales had approached Blackshear/Prospect Hill to assess support for a change from CS to CS-1, which the owners would seek to address ongoing compliance issues. Restaurants may not make more than 49% of sales from liquor sales; a change to CS-1 would designate Los Comales as a “club” and not a “restaurant.” The owners did not make a convincing case that the change was needed, and the neighborhood sees no compelling reason to risk turning a relatively low-impact commercial site into a permanent site for operation of a night club. Because the owners have not yet filed a zoning change, and have missed the July window for filing such requests, OCEAN will act to affirm the neighborhood’s position and send a letter to City Council if/when the owners make a formal request for a change.

IV. Old Business/Possible Action

Outdoor Music Venues: Update and ongoing discussion

OCEAN discussed how to proceed in crafting language to guide its response to future requests regarding Outdoor Music Permits. The window between stakeholder notification and deadline for registering support/objection is usually less than 2 weeks. It's reasonable to assume that, in most cases, response will be due before OCEAN has a chance to place it on the agenda for discussion/action. Therefore, some fallback position might be useful to have in place as a preliminary response that encourages applicants to contact OCEAN for discussion and negotiation.
Michael Guajardo noted that Guadalupe NA supports Austin music but not outdoors in close proximity to residences; the proliferation of outdoor music venues on E 6th Street has had a negative impact on adjacent neighborhoods, in part because neither club owners nor police are enforcing the restrictions regarding time and decibel level for outdoor music events.

Darrell Meuth added that parking associated with these venues has become an issue for adjacent homeowners.

Tracy Witte noted that Mark Rogers and GAIN had written a letter to object to the ATX Sports Bar’s request for an outdoor music venue permit, and that it might be helpful for those interested in drafting a policy. A link to the upcoming appeal (September 24 at CC) is here:

http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/council_meetings/item_attachments.cfm?meetingid=187&itemid=11274&item=105
Volunteers will draft language and present it for discussion at the October meeting of OCEAN.

Approve transfer of OCEAN funds from Well’s Fargo to TCECU
Blackshear/Prospect Hill Beautification Project
Eric Standridge provided an update of these two related issues.

OCEAN received notice from NPZD’s Laura Patlove that the City would like to move forward with a long-standing and long-delayed beautification project at the corner of Rosewood Ave. and Chicon St. in Blackshear/ Prospect Hill. All remaining OCEAN funds of $2178 are ear-marked for this project.  City staff plans to work with neighborhood landscaper _(first name)_ Blackwell to realize as much of the original plans as possible by this fall.

Eric transferred OCEAN’s funds from Well’s Fargo to TCECU on August 25, 2009. In order to complete the transaction, the bank needs official minutes or a letter stating that the OCEAN Board approved the transfer. Tracy Witte moved that OCEAN approve this transfer.  ? seconded. The motion passed 6-0-1 with Eric Standridge abstaining. 

Eric will deposit the minimum amount required to keep the new account open, once funds for the beautification project are paid out.

V. Committee Reports
East 11th  Street—David Thomas. No update.

East 12th  Street—Tracy Witte. Tracy stated that she and other representatives of Swede Hill and Robertson Hill had received an email from Greg Smith of the Austin Revitalization Authority announcing that the ARA had received notification from Victoria Gardens regarding its plans for 1104-1120 E. 12th Street. Mr. Smith stated that VG “will no longer pursu[e] acquisition and development of that site on East 12th.”

Neighborhood and Comprehensive Planning—Rudy Williams. No update.
Outreach/Organizing—Rudy Williams/Mark Rogers. No update.
Affordable Housing—Neith Maddox/Rudy Williams/Mark Rogers/Michael Casias. No update.

Discussion of items related to committee work but not scheduled on the agenda 

Lonny Stern and Daniel Bradford discussed their concerns about the EZ Pawn on the northeast corner of East 7th and Chicon Streets. Lonny gave an update on the unsuccessful attempts to appeal the owner’s application for an administrative site plan. Every argument contained in the letter posted by Rudy Williams on OCEAN’s website proved unpersuasive. Adjacent neighborhoods—including both OCEAN and East Cesar Chavez Planning areas—would like to discuss what changes to the Central East Austin neighborhood plan can  be initiated to forestall the proliferation of any more such business on E. 7th Street. Tracy Witte suggested that a conditional overlay prohibiting pawn shop use might be a solution, and that any such zoning change or plan amendment initiated by OCEAN would have to come at the request of the adjacent OCEAN neighborhoods and business corridors. Lonny intended to pursue the issue at the Planning Commission’s Neighborhood Planning Committee meeting on Wednesday, September 16. 

OCEAN will follow up on this item in October with further discussion. 

Brandon Doughty, a student at St. Edward’s New College, explained that he was observing OCEAN as part of his Capstone project. Brandon’s goal is “civic engagement” with a “focus on community revitalization and how groups such as OCEAN and others like Austin Revitalization Authority work to promote and plan neighborhood updates, and try to avoid the problems like
gentrification.” 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.
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